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SECTION I == NARRATIVE

By nightfall, April 30, 1945, the 82d Airborne Division had established &
saall dridgehead east of the HIBL River in the vieinity of BLICKELE, GEHMANY,
This bridgehead had been established by the 505th Parachute Infantry ina
lp;;:did example of cocrdination and river crossing technique by a veteran
regiment,

During the night of April 30-May 1, the plan was to bulld wp sufficient
foroes from the 504th Parachute Infantry, which was arriving by traln approxi-~
mately five hours from the Elbe hiver, so as to attack out of the bridgehead
with that regiment by daylight. OUne battalion of this regiment arrived at the
bridgehead by 0430 hours and with a full appreciution of the value of time it
Jumped off at 0500 hours, the regiment bein; reinforced during the day by the
later arrival of its other battalions., ‘roops completing the 4 ~ 6 day train
trip from the Cologne arca were immediutely entrucked and tsken into the bridge-~
head. Then, after being brisfed and issusd ammunition, they were commiited co
the attack. It was obvious that the German was disintegrating repidly and 1t
was of the utmost importance that ragardless of the physical condition of our

troops, the momentum of our dirve be mnintuinad until the enemy wes completely
destroyed or overrun,

Flth charscteristic speed and courage, the 504th Parachute Infentry arrived
at ite cbjective by midemorning and shortly ufter noon had remched the Forst
Corrensien. On its left the 505th rarachute infentry, despite the fzet that it
had been eonstantly moving for slmost & weel, drove ahead and reached its ob-
Jeotive, the Forst Cerrensien, by mid-afternoon of liay 1. <ipeed was the keynote,
and the pressurs was kept on the enemy during the night of May 1=-2, The Divie-
lon Beconnaissance Ilatoon seized the very important bridges at lucksu and foslen
and held them until relieved by advancing forces the following morning. iscon=
naissanee was pushed eastward by all units, the 504 enguging its armor with some
enemy in the Forst Leussow at approximately 2100 hours, iay l.

The 32§th Clider Infaniry had been brought up during the night of May 1-2,
briefed and prepared for commitment., It and the 504 jumped off before duylight
after a short night of reorganicing and preparatlon, and advanced with the mis-
sion of seizing the line Ludwigslust-Doenits, some 25 mlles dlatant. Sufficient

tanks and trucks were made svailable to the 50 to motorize a battulion. Combat
Command "B", of the 7th irmored Nivision, was te he used with the 325 after the
initial breakthrough and the seizurs of lLubtheen. The troops had been driving
hard for some Lime and all the units wers going to the maximum of thelr u«bility.
The German resistance in spots was intense and bit,ter, costly in lives, in
other places none existed.

Overall, it sppsarec thet owr plan of atteck wes Justified. The develop-
ments of ¥ay 2 confirmed this, although in the I'orm they took they were sur-
priging. Jumping off at 0500 hours, fay 2, all units moved ahead sggressively.
ligsistance was spotty to nepligible., ky midemoraing units arriving penerally
east of Forst lLeussow found themselves overrunning groups of bewildered enamy
with hardly asny will te resist, who thought that we wers atill at the 'lbe while
they were fighting what appesrsd to Le a retrograde action with the lussiocns.

By ncon Combat Command "BY and the 325 had captured ludrigsluat and the 504 had
ceptured loenitz. Toth units lmmediately moved to gain contacl at - ldene,

¥any units of the Uerman 2lst irmy were being cut off and swrroundeds The
hogpitals and rear installations of Lhe 21st German irmy were apparently en-
deavoring to continue functioning. “any termun service units, hinderad by
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thousands of refugees, found themseives »ilhin our pouit,ions; #ith very 4ew
exceptions they surrondered without resistance, /fter two ysars of intense and,
at times, very costly Tighting with the Germ . tuiy, ths spestucle thet vepan

to unfold itsclf wss an unbellsveble one. Uerpan command snd contrsl besane
completaly perelyred and entire units were being sapiursd intact.

By late afterncen s group of staff officers of the German 2lst ‘ray, repre-
senting t. Cen, lippelsklrch, commnding that army, arrived at the 824 sirborns
Vivision's CP at Ludwigslust and sndeavored to arrange the surrender of their
casualtien, alliad prisoners, and some service units. OSince theee had already been
gaptured, the offar was ridiculous on its fuce, and they were told so,

They were further told that the ailack would be continued and their army would be
destroyed when we galned conioct with our adveneing Kussian allies, I wae informed
at this time that the Husslan farces were approximately 10-20 miles to the east.

They then offered, in the nase of the commander of the German 2lst /rmy, the
purrender of thut army to our forces, but not to the Hussians, They were told that
thie too was impossible, thet since the hussians were our allies they would surrender
uneonditiondlly tc boih of us, and they wers agein told that thers was to be no de-
lay since we ware continuing the atiack with the purpcee of destroying their army.
The stoff deperted stating thet they would trunssit this information to Ueneral
Tippelskirch, Iuring the late aftarnoon and serly evening German units oontinued to
be overrun. Yany came into our lines to surrender. fthere appeared to be no eonbrol
of the German forces within their own ranks, except in small formations,

£t sbout 2100 hours Lt. deneral Tippslskirch arrived at my CP in Ludwigslust

and sfter some discussion unconditionally surrendered his army to the 82d iirborne
Nivielon. !s too desired to stipulate thet his army would surrender on the ground
where it was and that upon cessation of hostilities this division would accept his
troops s their prisoners, Thls was rejected snd he wes told that his srmy would

be destroyed by ours in conjunction with our Russien allies and thet his uncondition-
al surrender woulc be valid vhen hiz troops were physically within cwr lines and
not until then., n added paragraph stipulating this was added to the unconditional
surrender, which was signed at about 2200 hours, :

This ended for this division approximately two years of very hard and costly
combat, combat in which many lessons were learned, lessons that were applied and
paid handaome dlvidends in the closing days of the fightdng. The combat dis-

eipline of the units of the division, their appreciation of the need to drive
ahead, and their willingness to drive ahead, regardless of their physicsl condition,
partioulaerly in the infentry regiments, was never more apparent, Once his initial
covering forces alonz the Blbe “iver wers overrun, the German was never given an
opportunity to offer sn organized defense, and the lives saved and complete
victory achleved wers far beyond any measure of value in terms of sweat and labor.

Combht Command "BY, under the command of Colonel Haskell, participated bril-
liantly in the finsl day of the attack. Throughout the entire thres-day attack,
the division was very ably supported by Squadran "-" of the 4th Royals which
provided 25 "Buffslos” to assist in the crossing at Lleckede,

SECTION I == CHRONOLOGY

1 ¥4Y: The atteck moved from right to left, the 504th Parachute Infantry
Jumping off at 0500, the 505th at 0552 and the 12lat (Reinforced) at 0600. The
attack gained up to nine miles in an easterly direction against light oppoeition,
and the Division frent at the end of the day wae along the genersl line SUCKAU=-
160278=150240~STAPELm:. EET4E~PRIVEIACK, The Uivision Reconnaissance Flatoon
captured ROSIEN (1527) and kept contact with the British 6th Airborne Division at
013356 at 0430 hours, the 12Zlst Regimentsl Combat Team (Rednforced) was relisved
from attachment to the £2d and reverted to control of the 8th Infantry Division.

The Division Command,Post moved from BLECKSDE to NEUHAUS (1325). By the
¢lose of the day all remaining elementa of the Division had detrained and were en
route to forward assenbly areas. Corps engineers completed a hridge at DARCHAU

(112203) by 1830 hours, and 82d /irborne Division traffic was diverted to that
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bridge. . rtillery fired 20 missions, 1,128 rounds during the day, totul of
696 prisoners were counted during the pericd.

Operations Instructions No. 9, issued durine tha Jday, provided shat sk
sttack continue on 2 may with iLhe 325th Oilcw . af ary pasalur thweush ths 509ta
Parachute infantry. Canbat Gommsand "R, atticiei £rom the 7th  pmored Dhriedon,
was to prepare for offenxive action in the 376 b cg-Loy, .

2 MAT+ ‘The attack was conbinusd at 0500, end both the 325th lider fafantry
and 504th Parachute Infantry reagned initial objeetives by 0815,  {th 2d

Battalion, 325th, attached, Combat Command "B" (lask Jorce HASKHILL) attacgked

at 1000 along the main road toward LULNIOSIUST (5132) and seizad the city by
1210, The Pivision iecomnalssance Platoon suffered some casualties but succseded
in eleering the %Av, UAST and LLISSON Forest areas of eneiy. The Ulviaion
established u general line along the #iU: 410s Canal Yorth to 500370 and nre=-
pared to link up with kussian forces as contemplated in Operations Inetructions
No. 10, iesned 020830 May, The iivision Forward Compand Tost moved Lo T e
SLUGT, T

The Commanding General, 82d ‘irborne IAvision, accepted the unconcitional
surrender of the iwenty-First Gersan Army at 2130 from Lt. Gen. Von 1777 nSrTRGH,
The surrender termas wera migned et J1.UL:INS1 0L,  (Gee isnnex 'o. 3),

& total of 1,420 prisoners were counted dwring the day, wub the rass move—
ment of the German iwenty-First irgy through the lines hed begun belcre the
period ended. Hecuuse of the rupid advance, few artlillery rounds were Mred
during the day, The remainder of the orpunic artillery closed with the forwaprd
alements by the end of the day.

The task of bandling the large numbers of prisoners and of displacec prYsons
began with esteblishtment of the 1/ LLi# and ULrlif Camps under contrel of 505th
Parashute Infantry as outlined in Uperstions Instructions o, 11 issued at 022400
hourﬂ. ‘

BAYy - Firm contact with advancing fiuesian forces was made during the day,
First contacts were made by Troop B, &7th Cavalry - -usdron, sttached, with the
191et Russien Infamtry Division at hirPiIN (9946) et 0925 and by the 82¢ “irborne
Divislon Reconnaissance Platoon with the 8th Bripgade of the 8th Hussian Mechanized
Corps at GRABOR (5526) at 1025 hours. # conference was held late 4in iLhe day
between Commanding General 82d alrborne Vivision and General Firstovich, Com—
manding General Bth Mechanized Corps, The Divimgion Command Fost wes consolidated
at LUDFIGSLUST.,

The Division's main activity during the day was the direction of prisonars
and dieplaced peraons to the rear, ilo count of prisoners taken wes possible,
but it was estimated that the surrendered German iwenty-Firast Army totulled up-
proxinately 144,000 men, (For brief discussion of the Twenty~First .irmy see
Section II1I, INTELLIGENCE PHA%ES, and for summary of captured materiol see SEC-
TION IV, SUPPLY AND EVACUATION.) Operations Instructions No. 12 established the
front line and a cleared srea between the smerican and Huselan Forces,

4=19 MAY: Operations Instructions tlo, 13, fesued 4 ¥ay, divided the Mvision
arsa into sectora of responsibility, and systenatlc vesrches of the area to
"screen” 8ll personnel were begun, Normal military governmental dutioes were
carried out., # Nivision Hemorandum dated 7 Y¥ay provided lor esteblishment of
additionsl Displaced Persons Centerss (iwe ~nnex No. 6 far locationz of Prisoner
of "ar and Displuced Perascns camps). iheae camps were closed one by ons as their

usefulness ended.

Minor chfngn were mado in the Udvigion front and the cleared area between
the Ameriocsn and Russlan lines through consultation of commandere goncorned.
Thess ehinges are reflected in Alnexes Nos. 6 ond 7,
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fmong events during Lhe period wers the following:

a, Public funeral services on 7 say in LUINIGILUCT far 20C of the approxe-
imately 1,000 bodies found in a concentration cemp near LU IO THIT, (Gewrman
eiviliana performed the necessary labor, and cititens of ihe cliy were orderad
to attend the services which were held by ‘merican army chaplains. (See 'nnex Wo 4). )

b, Formal meeting at 82d Airborne Uivision headquarters on 7 isy of General
DENPSEY, oommander of the British “econd . rmy and veneral GRS N, commander of
the Russisn Forty-Ninth Army,

¢s A formal exchange of vieits at  merican and .ussian tigwdquarters,
insluding dinners st the 82d Airborne Avision rlesdcusrters on 17 vay for the
Commanding Genersl of the Russian Fifth (uards Cossack Division and lis staff
and on 18 ¥ay for the Commanding General of the ussian 385th Infantry tivigion
and his staff,

19 ¥ay=-011200 June: The 82d Alrborne !ivision relieved the 8th Tnfanivw
and 7th irmored ldvisions of part of thelr occupationul areas late on 19 Sy,
Gperations Instructions No. 14, iesued 18 ‘ay, divided the divisional afen irto
new sectors of unit responsibility., ihe changes involved scme movemesnt of unit
Command Posta.

During thls perlod the IMvislon Commsnder presented lezions of yerit and
Bronze Stars to a number of Aussian officers and enlisted men, and ussiun comanders
presented Soviet decorations to several 82d dirborne Miviaslon officers and wen,

The Division'e first quota of personnal to be redeployed to the 'mited Ltutes left
for base camp during May, and a second -uote left the iiviaion ares on 1 Juns.

ivacuation of prisoners of war ramsining in the Uiviasion's stoekuds hepan
~on 27 May. Approximstely 22,000 were evacuated deily by trwin and trueh to iritish
Second ‘rmy prisoner of war encloswraes during o four-day period 27~-30 Yay, after
which slightly more than 4,000 priscners reusined in the Livision enclosures,

The 824 Airborne Divisicn waes alerted late in the month for movemant back
to iis base aress near HHLIMS, FRANCi. / dvunce pariles were pent out, und movenent
of the Mvision's main body began by rail and truck on 1 June. “he 824 /irborne
Division was relkeved of rasponsibility for ite sres by the 5th ritish Division
at 011200 June 1945. .

/

SECTION IIf =» INVALLIGENCY

Freface: When the 82d ilrborne Division crossed the ELEW River on 30 spril
it encountered and identified units of the former Fattle Croup !iUtI¥ which by now
had been reshuffled and emerped as irigmde :AL{.ilS, which consisted of Aggivents
RUSCHNIR and BAUER and srtillery Frigade JANTIiN attacked. Interrogation developed
information that Regiment WUSCHNIR wae made up of II taval Battalion, operating
as Pattle Group LOSE, and the I Folice Hatialion masquerading es Cwttle ‘roup
Ahrens, -

‘mong units identifled on 1 May was Regiment PDauer, composed of Fattle Uroups
KRUST. @nd KI.BVE, and the 1020th landesctutzen lattalion.

#8 the advance progressed, rear elements of the Uwenty-I'irst .rumy were en-
sountered and overpowered, identifications ineluding the 5th Jueger Divi slon,
the 4th 59 Pansergrenadier NMvisicn "Polizei" and the G0O6th Infantry Hivision.

- Eneny units were inclined to offer little reslstance to owr advance, wnd Lhe end
was reached with the surrender of the entire iwenty-iiret irmy by Lleutenant
General von TIPPELSKIRCH at 2130 hours 2 May 1945 st LUDVIGSLUST, GERMANY, 95
milew Northwest of BIRLIN, to Major General James M, G:VIN, commander of the 82d
Airborne Divigion.
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Treops surrendered by the Twenly=First Army represented an almost inseparable
conglomeration of over 2,000 different units, The Army fermerly had been the
Fourth and was made up of remnants of the Ninth end Twelfih German femies. Tho

main units included the 5th Jaeger Diviglion, the 4th 35 Pansergrenadier Division
"Pelinel”, SS Bsttle Group Solar, and the 606tk Tnfantry Diviaien, all making up:
the III Panser Corps. Also surrendered wers eleasnts of XVII Corps Oder consleting
of & Parachute Division, the lst Naval Diviasion, and 53 Ddvision LANGEMARK,

In and around these units was & heterogenous muss of station complements,
supply troops, cadres, naval persennel, and a large number of units that may be
classified only under the heading of "miscellanecus”. '

" Intepesting enough, ths commander of the Twenty-First iArmy and hias ranking
staff officers wefe poorly informed as to the total troops end units under his
command. Genersl TIPPHLSKIRCH's estimate of 150,000 trocps to be surrendered

was reduced to 144,000 by 82d Airborne Uivision estimates.

Among the ranking offisers who surrendered were the following:

Lieutsnant General von ﬁmvm.&axnmsx, G Iwenty-first irmy, and his staff,
Brigadier General von BIuiiRMANN, CC of & group of struggler and equip-
ment. collecting points. ‘
General Theodor PETSCH, GG Viehlarels LN (Kassel).
Major General Rudolf SCHUBuIT, former GG of Webkraels XVIX (Vienna).
Brigadier General Xurt KiYSiR, CG of HAMBURG and CG of sector "Lower
ELBL" ag far as DOMNITZ,
Briiadiw Ceneral Franz Joseph GROBHCLZ, CU of Wehrmacht (rdungstruppen
PU) of Iwelfth trmy.
Brigadier General WOUSKOFF, CG of 606th Infantry lLivislon,
Brigadier Ceneral Dr. CONRAI, JA, iwelfth ‘rmy,
" Brigedier feneral LUSCHNIG, CC of ingineers, lwenty=-iirst Army.
brigadier General AGNER, CG, Twenty-First irmy .rtillery.
Colonel MUILL:A, Chief of Staff, 606th Infantry Diviseion.
Colonel von € RDECKuH, CO of Division 4.8.V.

With the cessation of hostilities on the Uivision front, intelligence activi-~
ties were concentrated on the problem of security. CIC and IPW teams concentrated
on the task of "screening" prisoners of war, displaced persons und eivilians,
segregating O personnel and investigating war criminals. .he CIC and IV teams
were stationed at or near the diiferent camps to faeilitute these activities.

A total of approximately 15,000 prisoners ol wsr, displaced pereons and civilians,
all told, were "screened”, )

Close lialson was maintained between intelligence teams and the #ilitary
Covernment detachment., The Nazi farty organization was eliminated in the ares,
and the hisher party officlals in each town were evacuated to the British ‘econd
Apmy for further investigetlon. :

in each®™town within the Division ares ithe police force was subject Lo special
serutiny. 7The Mayors of LURTHIXM and ¥hiIHAUS were removed, The Mayor of Lil IGu-
LS 1 conmitted sulclde. :

There were no cases of subveraive activities and no proved cases of ssbotage,
fho-galled erewolf activity wis not in evidence.

LU TV e Pa LU NS,

~slde from the normal routine ol -1 activiilsse, the G-l Section wae concerned
primarily with the problems incident to the cupture of many thousands of erman
prisoners of war, and the supervision of the evacuation ol liberated ~11lied orie-
oners of war, and the evacustion of dlapleced 1lied nationals.

A minimun eatimate of the number of Cerms: u:isoners of war who gurrendered
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to the 82d Airborne Division has been set at 144,000, during the period subsequent

to the erossing of the LIBE River and the rapid advance to & Junotion with the
Russian farces between LUDVIGSLUST and GRABCR, Cermany. The climatic disintegration
of German formations in the area of Division s puneibility presented ao uaperelisdled
‘situstion, The surrender of enemy units was 0 rapld that it was impossible to
soncentrate the defeated foe in Uivieion Opllsgidrg i'oints without saricusly de-
pleting its outnumbered strength to provide suiilcient men to eoubrol and process

the tens of thousands of Germans, ,

Prisoners were disarmed and returned to the rear to the XVIII Corps (Airborne)

P Cage, vicinity of BEVINSON and HIMBURG, Germeny on foot and in such German
military vehicles as would run. [uring the first two days, these vehicles traversed
the roads from LUDFIGSLUST to NEUHAUS gver the pontoon bridgs at BLEKLUL and on

to the Cage in an spparently endless stream, bumper to bumper, and loaded to over-
flowing with the bedraggled remnants of the German .rmy. The concentrations at the
P¥ Uolleoting Point at [[IMDURG were inoredible. In single fields, more than 10,000
enemy soldiers stood shoulder to shoulder awaiting disposition. hen traffic across
the LLBE River was frozen and the areas of ivision responsibility were finally
delineated, tens of thousands of prisoners tuken by the 82d were already in the

area of the adjacent division to the west of the 82d Mirborne iivision., Those
within the Tivision area were immcdiately segreguted in numerous ¥ Lamps and
counted, The total on hand was found to be in excess of 44,000, ‘his nwiber was
inereused to exseed 69,000 when the 82d took over part of the ares of the #th Infan-
try Division,

These Cam'.s were organized and operated by livisional units., .vucustion was
organised by the G-1 Section in 1iaison with 8th Corps (British), and commenced on
27 May with ruil movements which were completed by 30 May. +rrangements for this
grand-scale evacuation were effocted by the (=1 ection.

¥ore than 10,000 liberated +llied prisoners of war were processed through
Mvision Collecting Pointe to ‘merican and Pritish :ruy points at LUMB.dG, “iL-
DESCHETM and HAGENOW, .

¥ore than 20,000 displaced netionals, both astern and "estern, (rom co~bel-
ligerent and conquered countries, were processed through Uivision "Lp* Campa,
These parsons were assembled by "freeszing” all those who lacked transportation,
and by arrangement with the fussiens. In the Camps they were segressted by national
groupe, quartered, fed and de-loused, /i the eurllest oprortunity, the; were moved
to various 3econd British irpy Udstribution odnts at LUM & i, CuLLi, tenh 5
SOLINGHEN or SALIAU, fram which Centers thay were dispatched toward their homelands.

The segregution and transfer of idspluced !ersons within the ‘Avision sree
and fram the Ulvision aren was accomplished with minimum use of “ivision trans-
portation, ulthough often numbers in excess of 1500 were moved in a single day.
G=1 meintained llaison with Uritish~ usslen Lisison Groups and Contuct oinbs st

SCHRIN, NEUST T, and LUV IGSLUST and ¢ LU, 11 eitish transport conve;ing
Rugelan nationals to the “usslian Linosg wes renorted to G-l with agvice ws Lo Lhe
nunber of lorries expected Lo return empbly. "il" camp commanders huad thoir cunps

organized so that groups of any notionality could be assenbled for movement on an
hour's notice of availability of vehicles., ‘ihe hritish would route thedr returning
empties to any designated Camp, receive thelr louds and clearance tupers L0 ¢ross

the 1Y%, and move these people to desipgnated ecention (enters, hien Lhe #1240
~irborne relinquished control of ihe ares to the 5Sih British bdvision, &l) . -
placed i'ersons were concentrated at iicot. 06 uhe 2,000 remaining, 1,800 were

Itallans, no faellitios having been srrenged by higher leadouarters {or the evse-
wation of Itallans.

The sudden and dramatic termination of the war was furbher emnhselsed by
almost immediate lmplemsntetion of the rry endjustment and  edeploymont respan,
Six officers und 344 enlisted man were selucled from wiony those with ni-h adjusted
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sarvice rating scores. ‘lthough instructions did not require it, the Ins~ootor
lieneral cooperated with u-l to inspect recorde prior to departure on only 74
hour's notice, %his Initial group was moved (rom 1Ub IGSLUGT, Cermany to Uwge
Canps in the HEIYS ares by truck and then to the © emmtion Uapot near lLeiavre
by train.

i fow days before the Division wee scheinied to wove from the 1D JUO L9
area to Base, » second “esdjustment &nd iedeployment nuots of 2 oificers ona 295
eniisted nen wus received, illotment wes made to wnits in accord »iith their ratios
ef high Alfl scores to the Division totsl in the priority groups of scores, Units
weore glven L8 hours in which to accomplish the procs:sing of administrative recorus.
The imminence of the move precluded aliotment of trucks to move Lhis personnel to
Page, and the entire group was moved in three days by air. /1l details, from
movement schedules to preparvation of passenger nunifests and the loading of the
aireraft belng supervised directly by oifficere of the (-1 section.

Vivision casualties during operations in May eust of the Elit iiver wars as
follows:

‘ Officers tnidated Ven Totals
#¥illsd in fotion 0 15 15
Injured in iction G 3 3
Tiounded in /‘ection 3 &0 63
¥iesing in Action 0 & n
TOTALS 3 82 85 -

SECTYON V == SUPPLY AND SVACUATION

During the first week of May, 1945, the /ssistant Chief of Staff, G-y, and
related agencies continued to support the livision curing its tactical operations
tast of the JLBE Hiver, those operstions having comusnced with a crossing of the
the river on 30 April., (-4 controlled traffic over the ELEE Kiver bridpa at
BLECKEDE during the first 72 hours after the croaoirg.

Following the surrender oi Garman forces, troops of the 824 rirborne iiviglon
made & systematic, thorough search of the Division srea, and all salvagable enemy
equipaent was collected in & number of dumps established tmroughout the section.
This equipment consisted in the main of large numbers of sssorted vehiclea, vast
stores of ammunition and innumerable minor items. /41l such equipment was inven-
toried carefully and complete records were muintained and later turned over to
the m';lt.iah S5th idvision which relieved the B2d.

Approximately 300 enemy vehicles were registered with G-4 and utilized by the
troops in gervieing the thoussnds of prisoners of wer und dlsplaced persons cuartered
in camps within the Divieion ares,

The task of rationing, billeting and moving prisoners of war and displaced
psreons within the ares was largely & G-h problem. Special rations were issued
to the vapious nationalities of displaced persons, and specisl rediced rations
were issued to prisoners of war,

At the close of the month G~h was completing arrengements for moving the
Uivision from the LUDSIGSLUST ares back to its base camps in the SISSONE-LACN area.

The tollowing oa jor 1tam were among eguipment and supplies collected in the
Mvision salvege dumps:

Assorted trucks und passenger . *f . 1,911

Half-treacks 81

Tanks i3

Motoreycles : FEY ]

Flak ¥egons 21
- -
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rrtdllery pleces, all calibers a5
fiuns, 88mnm 1
Guns, T, 3Tms £55
Guns, AA S
Yortars, GOmm w7
Jortars, Blmm LR
Guns, Nachine, i3 A7
Fagookas Ly
fifles 1§13
irtillery imumunition 2L7,TCS rds,
Panzerfausts 16,081
Small Arms ammunitdon 10,546,055 r-s,
Orenades, all types 16,768
Radios, transmitting : ~ 117
iadlecs, recaeiving sC
Generators 57
"ire 175 milas
Kitchens 7
‘Busses 7
Locomotives : 15
Tractors 5
l'ehonators : 3,000

- NOTEs The above figures do not include a large nusber of vehicles ans mueh
equppment evacuated aoross the HLID iliver snd out of the Diviasion ures tmnedistely
after surrender of the Uermun wenty-iirst Army.

;&CI‘JL\,J'S VI ww SIGHNAL

4t the beginning of “ay it was relt thut the axis of communicution weuld be
toward LUSSOU or LOSSEN and wire teams began laying leld wirs in that civecticn
but avallable open wire was surveyed whan the iivigion Coammand ‘cst wae locsbed atb
LUBKIGSLUST. It wap found thet by making a nusber of repairs the commersial over-
head opem wire could be used for the 25 nils lvislon wain axis of comnuniecation.

A switthboord was left at JsUHAUL and served the Uivision wilts in that avea
for the rest of the monthe This inatallation was called the “Champilon Uswiteh” and
later handled telephone cills to the two bridges over the J.Ex ‘dver, "+" it U .Gy
and "B" at BLECKEDE for which the Ulvislon was l.ter responaibla,

The comnerical telephone exchange wue rencdered inoperstive upon the Divielon's
arrival at LUDMIGGLUST, A survey of the comnerciaml telephone aystem in the area
showed that the following underground cables existed:

One 98 pair eable to Berlin,
(This cable went through s repeater station at Pereleburg),

One 98 palr cable to lamburg,
(This cabls went through a repester station at Vallshn).

Une 8 pair eable to Vallahn.

One 98 pair oable from the lailway Statlion in Judwipslust
to the Railway Statlon at Hagenow,

In addition to the long underground cables, most of the towns in the immodlate
vicinity were served hy overhead open wire, The LUMIGSLUST local switchboard wae
Local Automatie and the trunks were asrved manually.

On the 16th of lay, upon request of the Military (overnment, a few local phones
for the town of LUTMIGSIUST were installed. Telephones were installed for doctors,
dairies, food stores, fire stations, and the like at the time.
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Two pairs in the undergreund oable to lamburg were used to connect Champion

.switehboard into the Hamburg local switchboard, HAMBERG was & large switohing cen-

tral, and this gave the Divigion an outlet into the muin communication system of
the Yestern Front. '

In perforaing an oscupstional) misedon, ¢he Divicion wap ag:in spread over in
area ruch larger than itstabhles of equipment wore abls to handle. By repairing
and utilising cemnarioal open wire and usic, scuserslsl andergromad cabls the

normal division aystem was somn installed, & total of 375 miles of open wire was

maintained to accomplish this.
Two telephone 1ines were put in te Headquarters of Soviet units, ineluding

‘1ine to the 121st Hussian Corps and one to the 284th fussian Divislon.

XVIIXI Carps (Alrborne) left the ares on 22 May 1945, and the corps' commun—
ication reeponsibilities were transferred to the 82d Airborne Division. / Radio
Link was established to the Ninth Army (US) and the Second Army (BR). Vire landin
lines were established with the Ninth irmy and the 8th Infantry Mvision. The

British sent a radic team to the Divisien to enter the Sesond Army (BR) net, and

the Qad also entered one of the Ninth Army Radie Commund Nets.

SECTION VII == MILIT/RY GOVFRNMENT

On 1 ¥ay 1945, vilitary Government Office was locuted in BLOCKEVE, Xreis of
LINIBURG, On 1 Nay 1945, ¥ilitary Government moved with the Division across the
ELB% tiver, and at 031800 May was in LUIEIGHLU T, the objective of the !ivision.
Here began a phase of Military Government which ran the gamut of operations.
Initially, Nilitary Government was set up in LUIWIGSLUST and the entire area on
@ tactical basis. law and order was the immediate need. This was attained by the
appolntment of 51 police to control the eivillsn disorder and uncertainty that
prevailed, .

The job that faced ¥ilitery Governnent wxze an imposing one complicated by
the presence of thousands of displuced persons and prisoners of war in the :lvision
arei., Frem this chaos developed, organization, and administration, luw and order
and & semblance of economic normalcy within a period of ten days.

‘n early discovery of a concentration esnp st - BRELIN was made and promet
action was taken. Sick and undsr-nourished were moved tc 8 newly sstablished hos-
pital in LUDFIG (UST where they were piven care, medical treatment, &nd proper
nourishment. This Division #ilitery tovernment lection initiuted mass bu-ials of
the atrocity victims, holding ceremonies on 7 ey 1945 in (4L IK LUST st an espec~
jally dedicated cemetery located on the grounds of the iuke of HWLKLMILUW.. ‘lwo
hundred of thgee victims wers buried, with services performed by fmerlcan irrmy
Chaplains of all religious fuiths, and attended by the entire population of the
coamunity, Ceneral GiVIH and his Staif, and all avamilable military persoonel.

Turing the month more than 60,000 "estern" displaced perscns were si.rted on
their journey home, bsing processed Lhrough displaced persons caups established by
the Division at R8RS, #illiSi, and bhe iuftwaffe #ield in rUb:IGoLUtt. os the
month closed, there remainad only 91 “‘estern" displaccd persons in the entire i~
vision atea. The ¥ilitary Jovernment .ectieon initizted arrangements with ‘usslan
forces for movement of iastarn Sarman refugees buck to their homes. prroximately
5,000 such refugees were moved through the Lussian lines by mtusl sgreqasent. with
the Soviet forces.

211 the essentials of #ilitary Uovernaent were accomplished. rhase inciudad,
esteblishment of law and order, removal and appointment of officluls, re-estublish-
ment of the economic 1ife in the srea to include food rationing, labor, communicatien,
public utilities, public welfare, and the establishment und operstion of iiitary
Government Courts supervising the eivil administration and operation of more than
150 zemainden.

. -9 -
N

|



" )

Initially, upon ccouwpation, immedlate surveys of ecaptured enemy food und med-
1ocal supplies were made, such supplies belng frozen in warehouses estubllshed by
the G=4 Section. DLemands were mede upon the\commnities for food stuffa, clauking,
medieal supplies, oporation and administrative neccesitiss Lor the cparsti-n ond
administration of camps for displaced persons. lizkerliow wers re-~estulilisher and
put into maximun production, neeeseitating presvrwaent of lebor, rew focd sbuivs,
fuel, and power, The entire produective facilitise wers pluced at the dispeesl of
the "DP" camps, * survey of the electric power for the ares indicuted that the
sources were in the hands of our ‘ussian  1llies., lotwithstanding, sepsrste sources
of mupply of power were developed, such supplies belng rationed for essential
military and civillen needs,

In the course of the month, "Veu" lay cccurred und "1litary .overmsut's
tranaition from operation under 5H::f'sg (irectives from "prior to defeal and sur-
render” to "after defeat and surrendsr” wis accomplished in a routine munner,
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820 ALbhliais VIVICION

AT EReAC LT itafCnd
FR #5¥ 1945

GRYT COMRAN RS ARL Had Iy o

Commanding General
Assigtant vivision Commander
Division ‘rtillery Commsnder
Chief of “tafrl

G-l
G=2
G=3
G-l

Ldjutant General
Chemical Cfficer
Chaplain

Finance DOffiger
Headquarters Commendant
Inspector General
Judge /dvocate Ceneral
(rdnunce Cfficer
Provost Yarshal

“uartermaster
Signel Officer

C.O.,
C.Cey
clo.’

325th Glider Infantry
&0, +n Farachute infentry
505th Paracimte Infuntry

ixecutive Jfficer, Tivision Artillery

CQOQ'
C.0e,
CIOO’
CQOQ’
C.Q.,
CaOss
0.0.,
C.0.,
C.0.,
CeOey
€.0.,
C.O.,
CeOep
CeOey
coOo.
C.Qo,

319th Glider KA Pattalion
120th Glider FA Hattallon
376th Paracmte Fi battalion
4,56th Parachute Fi Battallon

@0th ‘irborpe  nti- ireraft .Battalion
307th *irborne /ngineer hattalion

82d AMrborne tignal Compsny
307th Adrborne “edical Company

LO7th ‘irborne wusrtermaster Company
7824 ; irtorne (rdnunce Yzintensnce Company

424 Parachute Yeintenance Lampany

Division Headquarteras Company

Hes drparters Fattery, Mvision értillery

Special Troops
Division lteconnaissance Flatoon
Mvieion ¥ilitary Police latoon
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w-Major Gen, Jil’
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B!‘ig. Gene Tite Po & 1

Brig. Cens F1 T " O i
CoLle cfniai a4 oaln

Ilt. C'Ol. . Inl " ’4;: . }‘,*“,(',.!g ‘D

Lt, Col. "7, 1miod, Ji,
L.te. Col. J\”u UL

Le. COl. i‘-]‘bjilll‘ (.‘. . HI{“‘

Lbe Dol waliitin we 51U MY

Lt. Gol. JUiM P,
Yajor GOnl B,
Lte Cole “IILING lag JOHNGON
Capt, GEORG4 Ju UL JUnis

Captﬂ. "II:LII"M [ J‘\\’Mi’)‘

I)"’l COIn N]—CH(A!}. ': L‘t. 1’”&“

Lt' Cola Hl\‘{() -y JT.I.‘V !’J’;y

Major FHuLLHICK G v eLiLIUM
Major PAUL i, V/UPHL (fr 23 May)
Lte Col, JOMr 7', > JRWAN

Lte Cole BUOBIDT ¥, FURMAM

Gole UL IIS soy ¢ 700 (tdn Laud
Cole HEUBE 1y Y0l R

Cole “ILLIs# me tdlMOH

Col., ‘ILBUK ¥, HIFFITH

Lbte Col. Jadu G, Thub

I.te Uclo POt e “tI".«““T

Lbte Cole B78B 21 1, HPTUNL

Lt. Uol, "GNk J, TUALLESEIO
16e Col. HAYMUID ne SINGLEGON
It. Lole wdiIl s, oLl

Capte HICHAKD Ly Mk i

Major JuiltY J, BLiDLN

¥ajor LALLM, MRYS

Capt. JukF - VYo, Jit .

Capte WYLIw COOPa

Capt. BOBERT B, PeTPLREON
Capt. TONY Jo R[,f‘;'{[‘,

Kejor CILLIAM M, JOTHOON

18t Lte JOGLPH V. UIMaLT

Yajor FRULWICK U,e #eCOLLUM
vajor FAL ie VAUPEL (fr 23 May)
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820 sIHBORNL BIVISION
HISTORICAT, 0 K TV
FOR BAY 1945

UNIT LATE Sl L CHOERRS Lo o whln 08

ATCHD RV Lt el
SR
PPYRISC

(Crganie Units)

80 ‘bn AA Bn —~ Hirys /5 5¥, to . O, 0815
505 ¥
Btry C to 504 1 e CL08L5
307 4bn fngr Bn -— Co 1 to 506 I - 04,0815
i I rlat Co ( to
504 PT . e 0L 0815
24 Bn 325 Gli Inf - ettt 7 Aemd Vv Q21000 0224L00

(Bon~organic inits)

666 Qi Trk Co -—
280 FA Bn - To Uiv irty s 170700
580 AMA Bn - ‘ 021000
580 A/ Bn 231200  Uiv Arty 241200 050730 05730
June Juns
3 8n 13 Inf (8 Mv) - To 121 Inf G11265
43 FA Bn (8 Div) - ' 011208
605 TD Bn - Co » to 505 012330 020830 151500
Co B to 325 020830 0LOBLS
Co C to 50l 020830  OWUBLS
Bn to 307 Lngr 042300 151500
Sqdn A, 4 — Mrect Supt., ’ Q21200
Royals (Br.) 505 - S
644 TD Bn - Irlat Co A 012100 012100
to 505
121 Inf (8dv) - ’ 011205
56 FA Bn (8 1iv) - 121 Inf 011208
CoC, B9 Cml Bn — 121 Inf 011205
Co A, 89 Cml Bn, - To 504 PI 090800 090800
GC "B", 7 Armd Div ==  Co C, 814 TD 02 by 031030 041200
: Bn to 325
o B, 31 Tk 02 May 031830
Bn to 504
205 FA Group 031200  To Div irty 042300 170700 170700
207 FA Bn 031200 To Div Arty 042300 170700 170700
768 FA Bn 031200 To Miv Arty 042300 160700 160700
- 1 - , Pe]
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ANKEX NO, 3 TO
820 AIRBORKE DIVISION
AFTER=ACTION REPORT
FOR MAY 1948
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a4 . ENGAE. O3 Sl Lerman <iB\
dvigton, 022130 May J94E)

HEADWARTIRS 820 AIRBORNE DIVISION
0ffice of the ivision Commander

LUWWIGSLUST, CGERMANY
2 Nay 1945

I, Iieutenant General von Tippelekirch, Commanding General of 2lst Germsn .
Army, hereby uncenditionally surrender the 2lst Cerman Army, and all of its attach-
ments, and equipment and appurtenances therato, to the Commanding General of the )
824 Arborne Diviaion, United Stetes Army. Thias unconditionsl capitulation is
valid only for those troops of 21st /rmy which pass through the American lines.

LUDHIGBLUST, GERMANY
2, Mal 1945

Ich, General der Infantrie von Tippelskirch, kommsnderender Gieneral der 21,
deutachen Armee, usbergebe hiermit bedingungslos die aete und deten Zubehoer,
an den kommandierenden Genoral der 82, Fallschirmjasger ivision, Vereinipte “taaten
srmee., Diege bedingungslose Kapitulation gilt nur fuer diejenigen Truppen der 21.
Armee velche dle amsrikanischen iinlen passieren.

/8/ von Tippelekirch
vont Tippelskirch
General der Infantrie

LUDMTGELUCT, Gebtr o7

hcoepted,
/8/ James. M. Giavin
JANES M. CAVIN ,
¥ajor General, U. 7. /wmy



ANNGE NOo 4 TO
82D AIUBORNG DIVISION
AFTiR-ACTION RiPORT
FOR MAY 1945

Funeral aervices were held on the morning of 7 May at LULIGSLUST for 200
of the approximately 1,000 men whose bodies were found at & German concentration
camp at WOBBELIN. (German civilisns of svery social streta and occupation in LUD-
WIGSLUST removed the bodies from the concentration camp and prepared them for bur-
1sl, dug the graves, and filled the graves «fter the services., The rites were .t-
tended by oitisens of the aity, a representative group of captured German sray
officers, and several hundred officers and men of the B2d sirborne iAvision. 'ihe
following purpose of the seryices was read by Major (Chaplain) George ’ouds, M-
vision Chaplain:

"Y'e are asaembled here today boiore God wnd in the aight of wan to give &«
proper and decent burial to the victims of atrocitles committed by armed forues
in the name and by the order of the Germsn Covernment. These 200 bodies were found
by the /merican army in & concentration gamp four mlles North of the olty of 1UD-
WIB&UST. .

"The orimes here committed in the name of the Germun people snd by their
acquiesence ware minor compared to those to be found in concentration camps alse-
where in Germany, Here there were no gas chumbars, no crematoris; these mon of
Holland, Russia, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Frence were simply smllowed to starve
to death, Within four miles of your Gomfortable homes 4,000 men were forcad to
live like animals, deprived even of the food you would give to your doge. In three
weeks 1,000 of these men were starved to death; BOU of them wers buried iy Hits
in the nearby woods. These 200 who lie befura us in these yreves were [ound piled
four snd five fest high 1n one bullding and lying =itk the slek und dylng o olhsr

buildings.

"The “orld has long been nurrified at the crimes of the iermur nation; these
crimes were never clesrly brought to light until the sarmies of the United “:tions
overran Germany., This 1s not war &s conducted by intsrnationsl rules of wurfure,
This is murder such as is not even known among savages.

"Though you clsaim no ‘knowladge of thase acte you ure still Lndividaally snd
collectively responsible for these atrocities, for they were commtted by a govern-
ment eleoted to office by yourselves in 1933 and continued in office by your ine
difference to organized brutality., It should be the firm resolve of the .~ wrrmn
people that never again should any leader or party bring them to such moral depra-
daticn as 1s exhibited here.

"It is the custom of the Unites "tates 'rmy through its Chaplain's Curoe to
insure a proper and decent buriul to any decessed person whether he be civilian
or soidier, friend or foe, according to relijlous preference, The Suprene Gom-
mander of the Allled Forces has ordered that ull atrocity vietims be burisd in a
publiec place, and that the cemetsry be given the ssme porsomal care thet 5= iven
to all military cemeteries. (rossos will be placed at ULhe heads of the ¢ aves of
Christians and 5tars of Tavid ut the heuds of the graves of Jews: « alone monasent
will be set up in memory of those deceaseds Protestuni, Luthoiic .ad Jewish rrayers
will be sald by Cahplains bood, iunnan snd all of the 824 lrborne “Avision {or
these victime as we lay them to rest and commit them inlo the hands of cur ‘‘eavenly
father in the hore that the world vill not sgaln be iaced with such barbority,

ey it



