
y 

^A GRAPHIC HISTORY 
o

H

 M
vo

 l̂
i>

 cj
 en

 00
<D 

i» w 
 (JI tJ 

 9\(Mt 
• O 

ON 0) 

4 t  L

82nd OF THE 

 AIRBORNE DIVISION 
UNCLASSIFIEO 

SICILY


ITALY (I)


O 

ITALY (i)( o 

NORMANDY 

Mcr^s 

HOLLAND. i9fi

r\ 

' l ^ 



82D x,IRBQHKE DIVISION 

O H E R A T I G N LlARKET 

HISTORICAL DATA


PART I ­

PART II - GRi,PHIC PLATES 

PART I I I -• yihPS OF LAI7DINGS. 

PART IV - oTATISTIGS 

} . GAVIN, 
M a j o r G e n e r a l , U . S . A . , 
Coiiimandiiig 



'Jpon its return from' Normandy on 19 July 1944 this Division

was located in the Nottingham-Leicester^wrket Karboro .area. There

it remained and trained until its participation in operation I-IAR­

KET on 17 September 1944. Twenty-four, hours prior to take-off,

all airborne elements of the Division>were closed at seven.airfields

in the Grin/kham-Cottesiaore-Langar area. Briefings wxsre conducted,

loading plans formulated, all 'final checks made, and the Division

took off for the Netherlands commencing at 170950 September 1944.


The mission of,-the Division in this operation was as follows:


"Land by parachute and glider commencing D D^y South of

i^jme£ en; seize a nd ho 1 c! t he hi g hwa y br i d g e s a c r o s s t he

>,ass River st Grave and '-Che Waal River'- at Kijmegen ; seize,

organize, and hold tjfcie high ground between Ni,Imogen and

Groesbeek; deny the roads in'the Division area to the

enemy; and dominate the area1 bounded North by line run­

ning from Beek West through Platert thence Southwest to


• •. Eindschestraat, Soutir by River iiass and the J :ook-Riethorst

. highway, Host by Cleve-Kijmegen highway and Forst Reichs­


wald,'and Vest.by line running North and South through

Eindschestraat.a


The first lift consisted of:

Pr_cht Glider


Hq & Hq Co 82d A / B Div > 20

Hq & ilq\ Btry Div ^2 3 2

82d A / B Sig Co 6

Btry jA 80th ^/B IL&. Bn 22

307 ix/B "En&r Bn 27 
504 Prcht Inf 137 
505 Pxcht Inf 126 
508.Prcht Inf 130 
325 Glider Inf 2 
376 Prcht 'FA Bn J±i . -—. 

Total 482 50 

All units dropped as planned except two serials of the

505 Parachute Infantry, A mixuo in marshalling caused the 2d

Battalion serial to drop before the 3d Battalion^serial, and es

a consequence the' 2d Battalion serial was drooled two thousand

-yards ivortheast of its scheclul@d drop zone,


The entire flight was preceded by a pathfinder team," which1


landed on DZ "0" ten minutes prior to the arrival of the first

elements of the main body, v/ith the exception in tne 505 Para­

chute Infantry indicated above, all units landed on the drop zones,

or in the immediate vicinity thereof, on schedule. Flak enroute

v;as spotty and light. .FIGIC coming from DZ "0" was initially heavy

but inaccurate. The first parachutists to land destroyed all flak

crews and took over their weapons. IZ^emy dispositions along the

Maas-Vaal Canal in the vicinity of all bridges and in the .wooded

country around the N-ij-siegen heights and in the Reichswald were, as

anticipated, well organized and of about a strength of eight bat­

talions. Harassing fire continued to come from the edges of the

drop zones throughout all of the landings until overcome, inemy

reaction was prompt and appeared to follow a definite pattern. All

local troops were committed immediately in 'piece meal fashion.

Nearby "homeguard" type 'troops were thrown in ss quickly as they

could be rushed to the operational area •his piece meal build up

increased until a coordinated a11ack wa s made by the German 6th

Para. Division on D/4.
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Local enemy units were ini t ia l ly overcome gnd destroyed or, except 
.for those in th© city of Nijmegen proper, they -dispersed in the 
f i rs t several hours after, landing. • 

i-* day by day summary of the activit ies of each unit of the 
D i v i s o n f o l l o w s : •• (  > • ' ' < • 

Division parachute elements in four hundred and eighty-two 
C~47's and a serial of fifty gliders left airports in the. area 
of G-rantham, England, between 0950 and 1040. .,-,11 serials except 
those of 504 Parachute Infantry landed-North, East, and South , 
of Groesbeek, Holland, between 1250 and 1400. The £s04 Parachute 
Infantry landed 'West of the Maas~V/aal Canal and North-, of the Maas 
River. All drop patterns were excellent» Personnel and equipment 
losses enrout© sind during th© drop were light, and assembly was 
the best in the history of the Division. ' 

Parachute' eleme^s~dropped'T3C61 glider^elenlente^landed 1350 on 
zone South of Groeebeek,. moved-North through woods, and establish­
ed Division Command Post at predes.igna.ted location 1000 yards 
West of G-roesbeeli at 1700. . 

ParachuteiInfantry

Dropped after the Pathfinders at 1300, ..seized Groesbeek, occupied

i t s area of defensive responsibility from ji&mp Southeast to Mook,

cleared i t  s area of enemy, arid contacted 504 Parachute Infantry

at the Maas-Waal Canal bridge near Heuman. ,.11 in i t i a l missions

were accomplished by 2000,


504.(Py;3-chute Infantry 
Dropped beginning 131> ^ss-t of the Maas^v/aal Canal on three drop 
zones,, two North and one South of the- Haas idver. One battalion 
droped Northeast of Overasselt and atl6Q0, after*, overcoming 
strong enemy resistance* captured intact the M&as-Waal Ganal bridge 
a t Heuifan# The -sites of the Canal bridges near Blankenberg and 
Hatert.,.. bo-th of which had been destroyed by the enemy upon tine 
approach 6f the battalon, were captured before dark. One battalion 
dropped West of Cverasselt, blocked a l l Southward movement along 
the Grave~Nijmegen highway, and cleared the enemy from the Western 
portion of the Division area. One battalion dropped one r i f le 
company South of the Haas at Gr̂ .ve and the balance of the battalion 
North of the river and>' ivest of 0verasse 11. Both 'forces moved 
against the bridge at G-rave immediately . Surprise was complete 
and the bridge captured at 1430, The town of C-rave was occupied-* 
at 2300 after having been abandoned by 400 enemy. ^11 in i t i a l 
missions of 504 were accomplished by 1930. 

f£8J?jr^huJke_I nfan tax 
Dropped Northelit^of G-roesbeek at 1328. Based on a report from 
the Dujbch that the tQwn and bridges were lightly held, immediately 
moved into Nijmegen to take the Waal River .bridges. At 2000 the 
attack met heayy"enemy resistance about 4G0 yards from the highway 
bridge and was stopped. The -regiment occupied the area immediately 
"Sast'of the Maas-Waal Canal and^cstab-lished road blocks to prevent 
enemy mpvement South of a line running' Bast and 'west through 
Hatert.' One company moved to•clear the glider landing zone North­
•east	 of Groesbeek and met considerable enemy resistance. One 
battalion, less a company, occupied the important high grou.net-in 
the vicinity of Berg en Dal without too heavy an opposition. One 
company advanced on the Bijme^en Bridges from the Southeast and at 
2400 had.reached Hill 64,% Northeast of Ubber^en. ~H i n i t i a l 
missions of 508 were accomplished by 0  0 



^ parachute_4.^yMiy^,Jfi

Dropped 1335 on drop pone South of G-roesbeek, assembled the

•battalion-with ten howitizers, and displaced 1000 yards to the

position area. The battalion, initially in support of 505

Parachute Infantry, fired its first mission on call from the

regiment at 1800 .• . ;. _ • . • ,


.^07 ^/B Engineer Battalion

Companies 3, 0, and*""D, &1JL parachute, dropiceS South of Groes­

beek at 1320.* Companies 3 and D.furnished cover on route

march to elements of Division Headquarters and protected

Division Command Post when' it was. .established at 1715. Com­

pany C moved cout. to contact 504 Parachute Infantry West of

Mias-Waal Qanal, . •


Battery^^^BOth^^B ,.>ntl air craftr Bat tallon

Eight 57mm AT guns allotted as follows: Two, 5'05 Parachute

Infantry;. Two, 503 Faraehuto Infantry; Two, 504 Parachute

Infantry upo& making coi.t^ct; Two, Div-. si on reserve in

vicinity of Division Command Post.


504,Parachute f;nfantry

Continued to hold the Maas Kiver bridge at Grave and the Maas-

Waal Canal bridge at Heurnan, Vigorous patrolling was. continued

on the "'West' and Northwest of the regimental area along the

GravQ-Nii]meg6n highway, ,-,t 1200 one platoon moved North ĉ lpng

the West bank of: the Maas-W&g-l Canal and assisted in the cap­


. ture of ohe bridge on the C?raye~Ni jmegen highway near Itcning­
huti e• ' • . 

505 Parachu t© Infantrv 
Maintained i t s area' of defensive responsibility % repelled enemy

attacks at Horst,. Grafwegsn, and Histhcrst; captured an enemy

patrol trying to work i t s way North to the. Haas-Waal bridge at

Heuman, and captured a train attempt-ing to escape.into Germany.


Jt% 1240 the regiment attacked and cleared the glider landing 
zone South and Southeast of G-roesbeek., 

50$ Parachute Infantry; '

Withdrew""b&t(t^lion' in NijrBegen and attacked to clear the glider,

landing zone Northeast and E--st of G-rbesbeek.' The attack cross­

ed the scheduled lino of departure at 1310,. completely sui^prised

the. enemy, and • the landing area was swept by 1400. Sixteen anti­

aircraft guns and 149- prisoners of. war were captured. Maintained1


i t s defensive sector throughout the 18th, Wt 181200 a platoon,

with the assistance of 504 Par-chute Infantry which advanced up

the Maag^aal Canal from the West, captured the Mass-Waal Canal

bridge at Honinghutie. Regiment held the- high Oround vicinity

Berg en Dal throughout the 18th against enemy patrols and spora^

die enemy arti l lery action. One company moved into Nijmegen at

0900, advanced to the same spot to which the regiment had reached

on the 17th, fought against a strong enemy force through the

entire day, and at 1500'was withdrawn into the sector near Berg

e n  D a l • • • . . . • 

r Elementj :

Between 1000 and 1100 a l i f t of 45-0 gliders carrying an anti­

tank battery of the 80th k'/Q antiaircraft Battalion, 319 Glider

Field Artillery Battalion, 320 Glider Field artillery Battalion,

456 Parachute Field artil lery BattaHon, and 307 airborne-Medical
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ny departed from fields in the Unite'd Kingdom and flew

the same route as tlie lift of the'previous day. Gliders

landed in. zones cleared bj the 505 Parachute Infantry and 508

. Par-?'chute Infantry in the'vicinity o-f Groesbeek. Several

gliders overshot the landing zone alia landed""beyoncL the Dutch-

German border, but a substantial number of personnel made their

way back to the Division area* The overall glider recovery

was very satisfactory c After landing and assembling, 319 Gli­

der Field Artillery Battalion was put in direct support of

508 Parachute:Infantry. 456 Parachute Field Artillery Battalion

In direct support of 505 Parachute Infantry, end 320 Glider

Field Artillery Battalion in general support of the Division."


Following the glider lift by 20 minutos, a flight of 135 B-24­

bombers dropped rosupply on drop -zone South of Groesbeek.. Drop

pattern was good. Recovery was estimated to be at 8Q;oa


Guards -.rmored Division reached Grave and the 504 Parachute

Infantry at 0820,


504 Parachute Infantry

Regl^entT less one "company left .to gu&rd the bridge at Grave,

one company left to guard each of the Haas-Waal C^nal. bridges

at- Keuman and Koninghutie, and one company left to patrol and

guard the highway from Grave to the Hcni:rghutie bridge, was

moved East of the Maas~:{aal C^nal, ; relieved 2d Battalion 508

Parachute Infantry, and occupied the. Jonker Bosch Woods. 3d

Battalion was moved to vicinity Maiden as Division reserve*


I

Ji2iLJlx ^iSiilite^In_fanjtry 
Regiment, less 2d Battalion, maintained i t s sector of respon­
sibility on the South of t ;e Division area throughout the 19th, 

2d Battalion 505 Parachute Infantry 
Attached to Guards -Armored 'Division at 191100 and moved North 
to assault the Ni3megen bridges. The battalion reached the 
edge of Nijmegen v/ithout incident and, in moving through the 
outskirts of the town, received only artillery f ire . When the 
battalion reached the center of the town, one company supported 
by seven tanks turned^ Northwest and moved against the railroad 
bridge. The balance of the be tt-3liony. the remainder of the 
tanks of the 2d BattBlion Grenadier Guards,-and one company of 

'British ..rmored Infantry advanced against the highway bridge. 
The assault w ŝ stopped at the Maria plein, cibcut 400 yards 
South-of the tetidge; . violent engagement lasting throughout 
the evening..and night of the 19th failed to- break the strong 
enemy defensive, arc, snd &t midnight activity consisted of 
patrolling Into the strong point -nd mortaring i t from the 
cemetery South of the friendly positions* 

Held landing zone E£st of Groesbeek- unt i l 1800. Cleared enemy 
from and occupied high ground aIons Nijffioson-Gieve highway 
between Ubherp;en and -'tfyler..- Established road blocks at Wyler, 
Beek, and Im Thai. Relieved by 504 Parachute Infantry in Jonk©r 
Bosch and occupied ^sector between Kamp and Voxhill. Reinforced 
Seek road block with platoon of Gomp3..rr7 D, 30? A/B> Engineer 
Battalion; rcp&bled counterattacks against Teufeis Berg through­
out entire day. • 
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Attached Units v . •

1st Coldstream Guards, Armored, end , 5th Coldstream Guards, Infantry

attached t& Division and moved to Dekkerswald in Division Re servet'


Re supply.'

Dropped at"1500, approximately 30 C-47fs from excessively high alti

tude', recovery negligible'.


Ti "OT TTfi O O OTP lirTT 
OcjL J 

5 04 Pars chute- Infantry

With. 2d Irish Guards attached, cleared area between Jonker Bosch

and Waal River. 3d Battalion relieved as Division Reserve.. Regiment

at 1500 effected crossing of Waal River East of Mass?- at 1800 cap­

tured North end of railroad bridge over the Waal River, seized and

cleared bridgehead North of Waal.insuring passage of Guards Armored

Division. Mopped up Western outskirts of Ni.i&egen and area South of

railroad bridge, . .


505 Parachute Infantry .

Regimentf less 2d "Eeittalion, repelled sharp enemy attack at Horst

and Heikant during morning. Prom 1300 to 2000 repelled at Mook enemy

attack of an infantry regiment strongly supported by artillery"after

attack had penetrated Division perimeter to depth of 1000 yards on a

1000 yard front. Division perimeter restored at 2000. Regiment rein­

forced with attachment of 185 glider pilots.


2d Battalion 505 Pare, chute Infantry

Attacked enemy "strong" point's la t So-at hern ends of Nijmegen bridges

.during morning. At 1400 stormed strong point South of highway bridge

cleared area of enemy, and reached bridge by 17C0. Eirst tank of

Grenadier Guards crossed 1830.


50B Parachute Infantry

Attacked "at lOocTaif Wyler by one company of enemy infantry moving

North and two companies of enemy Infantry moving South, all supported

by artillery and armor. Porced to withdraw to high ground to West.

Enemy immediately occupied Im Thai and Lsgewald. Attacked a£ Beek

at 1200 "DJ 2 battalions of enemy parachutists .supported by armored

vehicles, .and forced to withdraw 1000 yards to high ground to South­

west. By counterattack drove enemy from and reoccupied Eeek at 21^0.

Attacked again at Beek 2300 bv enemy now reinforced and compelled to

withdraw,, leaving & detachment surrounded by the enemy In the town.

Captured document-from prisoner of war which revealed that enemy

attacks at Mook, Beek, ,#nd Wyler were part of a coordinated Division

attack intended.to split Division area and sever the Grave-NIjmegen

highway.


'Attached IJhlfes

Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry and one squadron of the Royals, Its recon­

naissance unit, attached to Division at 1700 and moved into Dekker­

swald. ,


p PLTIS 4; 21 SEPTEMBER


504 Parachute Infantry,- •

Continued"'defense "of bridgehead over Waal and on mission of mopping

up South bank of Waal from outskirts of Hijmegen to Haas-Waal Canal,
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5,05 Parachutfi Infantry (less^ 2d Battalion) •

Continued to hold defensive sector on Soixth of Division area from

Samp to Mcok. ' ,- ' • . ' ~


2d Battrlion 505 Psracliute Infantry

Relieved "of mission of" close In defense of Ni(imegen bridges and

assumed defense of line from Eastern exits of Nijmegen to Ubbergen.


508 Parachute Infantry . ' > '•

CounteraVfcackeaTBeek at first light from Northeast, East and South­

east. '.Initial attack: foiled, and enem-;r, pressing his temporary

advantage, penetrated to within 200 yards of Eerg en Dal, but was

held there. Attack.renewed.at 1300, and at 1800 Beek cleared of .

enemy and all defenses reestablished, .


R e s u p p l y • • . "

At 1500'supplies dropped from approximately 400 C-47?s on drop zone

West of the'Maes-Waal Canal, prop pattern wss. six miles in length

by two miles in width. Recovery est lifted at 60$ was accomplished

with assistance of Dutch civilians,


5Q4 Parachute Infantry (less 2cL Battalion)

Relieved1 of mission'to Hijmegen bridgehead and displaced to^Dekker­

swald as Division Reserve.


2d Battalion 504 Parachute Infantry

Relieved 2d Battalion 505 "Para"chute Infantry in s ector between

Nipieger. and Ubbergen and, upon Division order, with Royals, cleared

by 1700 area between Nijmegen-Cleve highway and vraal River .East to

line Ubbergen •- Pals.


505 .Parachute Infantry (less 2d Battalion)

Reestablished 'road block at Mook. Witvh Royals, reconnoitered to

Riethorst and found road clear of enemy.


2d Battalion 505 Pars chute Infantry .

Relieved in Nijmegen - Ubbergen sector by 2d Battalion 504 Parachute

Infantry, reverted to regimental control, end relieved Coldstream

Guards af Heuisen Bridge. . - •


508 Parachute Infantry ­

Held Wyler Berg throughout day and night against persistent enemy

counterattacks. With one company-Royals attached, effected a recon­

naisssnce in force to Wercheren and high ground V'est of Srlekom.

Met strong resistance and withdrew to high ground vicinity Berg en

Da 1, ' " .


Attached-Units

Coldstreem Guards; relieved to attached to this Division and moved

South to Vegel to1 restore line of communication of Second British

Army * • • . • • '




On tills date the third glider lift of the Division took: off from

six airfields in the Greptham~Cottesmore hangar area bearing 325

Glider Infantry; 80th A/£ Anticiroraft Battalion, less Batteries

A and B; Company A 307A/B Engineer Battalion; and elements of

Division Special Troops, and landed on end in the vicinity of LZ

•"()"•.• A-number'•'of glider?g  did not land on the proper landing zone;
g

two lndedin England an<|| fortythree were releasedrelease  t>etv'eed t>etv'een ththe e
two landed-in England, an<  forty-three were n

coast aud the LZ. 'Ten gliders ere- still unaccounted for. Inned­

istely • ";)on landing, the 325.Glider Infantry was closed in the • •o

wooes West ofGroesbeek preparatory to taking u"o a sector on the

front. • . ' ' ~


D PIUS' 7 to D PIUS 30


The Division continued onits mission -assigned by 30Corps of hold­

ing :the area between the Waal River and the Haas River, with its .::•­

front generally that of I) plus 6. ' njhs 325 Glider Infantry cleaned

out the larger portion of. the Eleicberg Woods*and advanced the right

flank of the Division. ; '


OF 17 SJ;;PE.IBEK TO l60CT0BSH 

a.	 Parachute Lift . 
Planes coiiiniitted i~S2' 

• Bro'Toed on orv/ithin 1000 yards of 1)7,	 39.2 
.Failed to drop on orwithin 1000yards of DZ .52 10.S

Unaccounted for 0 0


t>. . Glider Lifts __ • 
Gliders committed 902 
Landed on orv/ithin 1000 yards of LZ 763 SL .6 
Failed to land on orwithin 1000 yards of LZ 102 11.3 
Unaccounted for 37 4.1 

£• Our losses 
Kil led • 469 3.4 
Wounded • 1933 14.0 
Missing 640 4.7 

Kil led. 2490

Prisoners of War 2977


Results Q 
All missions accomDlished
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