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NARIATTVE

: Jpon 1ts return from Normandy on 19 July 1944 this Division
was located in the Mottingham-lLelcester-moerket Harboro area. There
~ i1t remained and trained until its participstion in operation uiLR-
fBET on 17 September 1944, Twenty-four hours onrior to take-off,
all airborne elements of the Divigion/were clogsed at seven airrfields
in the Grantham-Cottesmore-Langar area. rriefings wers conducted,
loading plans formulated, all ‘Tinal checks made, and the Division
took off for the ietherlaunds commencing at 170950 September 1944,
The mission of the Division im this operation was as follows:

"Land by parachute and glider comaencing D Dey South of :
ﬁijmegen; seize and hold the highway bridges scross the v
[Tdss River et Grave and The Waal River at llijmegen; seizc,
organize, and hold the high ground between Nijimegen and
Groesbeek; deny the roads in the Division area to the

eneny ; and dominate the area bounded ¥orth by line run--

ning from Beek West through Hatert thence Soutlwest to
"Hindschestraat, south by River iass and the ] ook-Riethiorst
“highway, Dast by Cleve-ivljmegen highway and Forst Reichs-
S wald, and Vest by line running Torth and South through

- Lindschestraat.» : ' ’

" The first liftloonsistedvof:

. 2reht Glider
Hg & fg Co 82d /B Div E 2
dq & g Btry Div .rty 3

82d /B Sig Co 1
Btry » 80th »/B s Bn ,

OV O

307 &/B Bugr Bn 27
504 Prcht Inf 137
505 Prcht Inf 126
508 Prcht Inf - 130
325 Glider Inf 2
376 Prcht o Ba L8 L

motal 482 50

ALl units dropped as plenned exce»t two serials of the

505 Parachute Infantry. 4 mixun in marshslling caused the 24
Battalion serial to drop bofore the 3d Fsttsllion ‘serial, and as
a consecusnce the 23 kattalion serlal wag drovned two thousand
~yards wortheast of 1ts scheduled dron zone, -

e The eantire flight was preceded by a vethfinder team, which o
landed on 2% "0 ten minutes prior to the arrival of the first
elements of the main body. With the exception in the 505 Pora-
ehute Infantry indicated above, all units lsnded on the drop zones,
or in the jumediate vicinity thereof, on schedule, Fiak enroute
was spotly and light. Flak coming from Dz "0V was initially heavy
but insccurate. The first narachutists to land dsstroyed sll flak
crews and took over thelir weaovons. Ileny dispositions along the
teaas~=Jsal Canal in the vicinidy of all bridges and in the wooded
country sround the Il jmegen heights and 1n the eichswald were, as
anticipated, well organized and of about a strength of eight bat-
talions., iarassing fire contiannad to cows from the edmges of the

drop zones throughout a@ll of the lendings untll overcowme. &anemy
reaction was prompt and aopveared to follow & definite psttern., - 4All
local troons were committed lmmediately in pilece meal fashion.
Nearby “homeguard™ type troons wers thrown in as oulckly as they
could be rushed to the operstionsl ares. This »iece meal build up
increased until a coordinated attack wes made by the German 6th
Para Division on DflL. _ o v -




Local enemy units were initially overcome =nd dest“owed or, except
Tor those in tihe c¢ity of Nijmegen proper, they -dispersed in the :
first several hours after landing.

C h day by day summwry of the activities of each unit of the
Divigon fellows: ;

D D{i 17 S“P”EMBER

v

Division parachute elemenue in four nundred and elghty-two
C-47's and & ueripl of fifty gliders left awirports in the area
of CGrantham, England, between 0950 and 1040. .11 serials except
those of S04 P r&ﬁhute Infantry landed North, East,'wnd South ‘
of Groesbeek, Holland, between 1250 Mnd 1400, The 804 Parachute
Infantry 1,nded Yest ¢f the Mazs-Woal Canal and Horth of the Maas

"River. 4ll drop patterns were eéxcellent, Personnel and equipment

losses enroute and during u“C drop were light, and sssembly was
\

the best in the history of the Division.

: Hea&qﬁarters and Headousrters Comonny £24 -/3 Division

ot

2

Parachute elements cr‘rwcs 1305; glidey elements landed 1350 on
zone South of Groecbplh, moved. North through woods, and establish-
ed Division Gommand Post at predesignated Tocation 1000 yards
West of Groegbeek : t 17CO,

Dropp@d after Lh& thmlith"S at 1300, gelzed Groesbeek, cccupied
1ts area of defensive responsibility from szmp Southeast to Mook,
clesred 1te area of enemy, and contacted 504 Parachute Iﬂfuntry
at the Maas-¥Wzal Canal bridge nesr Heuman., .11 initial missions

~-were accomplished by 2000,

- EO4 Parachute InchtrV

DPOpﬁed beglnninr 1313 Weost of the Maas-Waal Cznal on three drop
zones, two Morth dnd one South of the Maas sdiver. One battalion
droped Northeast of Overasselt and at 1600, after:overcoming
strong enemy resistance, captured intsct the Muas-9Jazal Canal bridge
at Weuman. The sltes of the Conal brlqges near 3lankenberg and

- Hatert, both of which had been destroyed by the enemy upcn iae

approach of t#e battulon, vwers odptured before dark. One bqttalion

"dropped West of Qverassclit, dlocked all Southward movement along

the Grave-Nijmegen highway, and cleired the enemy from the Western
portion of the Divislon area. One battalion dropped onse rifle
company South of the Meas st Grive und the balance cf the battalbon
North of the river and -West of Overssselt. Both forces moved
againsgt thé bridge a2t Grave lmacdliately. Surprise wag complete

and the bridge captured at 1430, The town of Grave was occupledn
at 23700 after having beoen abendoned by 400 enemy. =11 initial
migsions of 504 were accomplisned by 19320.

£08 Parachute Infantry )
Dropped wortncast of Groesbeek at 1328, Based on a report from

the Dugch that the tewn and bridges were lightly held, immediately
moved into ngﬂegeﬂ to teke the Wanl Eiver bridges. =t 2000 the
attack met heavy enemy reslstance about 4GC 34rds from the highway
bridge and was stopped. The reglment occupled t area immediately
Tast of the Maas-Waal Janal and Testablished . FOwd o*ocks to prevernt
enemy movement South of & line running Bast and vest through
Hatert. One company moved to clear the glider landing zone North=

.eagt of Groespbeek and met considerable enemy resistance. Cne

‘battalion, less & company, occupied the important high oround in
the vicipity of Berg en Dl without too heevy an oppositlon. Cne
company advenced on the Nijmegen 3ridges from the Southeast and at
400 had resched Hill 64,% Northeast of Ubbérpen. 5ll initlal
missions of 508 were accomplighed by 2030,




276 Pur)ChdtD Field: nrtm‘lerv 58tt1+1on .
DrovoOQ 1335 on drop zoae South of Groesbeek, a2ssembled the
battelion with ten acw1t~zcrs, znd disp&uﬂe& 1000 yards to the

pogition area. The bmttullOﬂ initizally in suppcert of EOE .
Parachute Infantry, fired its P¢rst missidn on call from the
Temimmﬂt at 1800, . . ) . .

307 /3 Vnpln o1 Baftrllon

Companies 3, C, and D, all parachute, dropeed South of Groes-
beek at 1320, Compsnies 3 and D furnished cover on route
march to Cl€m€ﬂ+? 01 Divisg ion Hesdauwrters and protected
Division Command Post when it was estzblished &t 1715, Com~-
pany C moved ~out to -contzct EO4 Paraciute Infantry West of
Maag-Waal Canal, '

Battery 4, 80th /B ant

Eight E7mm AT guns z2ll Two, 505 Parachute
Infentry; Two, 508 Pars Two, EC4 Parachute
Infantry upor making Divizlon reserve 1in

vicinity of Division

A

ENTTR R
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E04 Parachute §m¢“ntrv

Continued to hold the Mass River bridge at Grave and the Mass-
Wasl Cznsl bridge at Heouman., Vigorous patrolling was_comtlnued
on thes “West and Northwest of the rcgimcnt‘l ares along uhe
Grave=-Nijmegen nighway. -t 1200 one platoon meved North salong
the West bank of the Mwbs~”a@l Genal and wusslsted ia the cap-
~ture of the bridge on the rmve-Nijmegen nignwoy near Boening-
hutie. -

FOE Perachute Infantry

Maintained 1ts 2rea of defensive responsibility; repelled enemy

'dtt$CkS &t Horst, CGrafwegen, and Elethorst; captured un ehemy
2trol trying to work its way North to the. Mazg=Wezl bridge &t

Heum)n, and c@pturdd a train attempting to escape into Germany.

it 1240 the rogiment attscked =znd cles Ped the glider landing

zone South and Scutheast of Grossbeck, :

508 Pu achute Infantry: ' g ;
Withdrew bettalion in Nijmegen snd attacked to clear the glider
landing zone Northeost «nd Ewst of Groesbeek.’ The attock cross-
ed the scheduled linc of departure &t 1210, completely surprisod
the enemy, =nd the lunding ures wig sweptl Ly 1400, Sixteon ant
aircraft guns and 149 prigeoners of wer were cuptured. Ma lﬁt&LnCd
its defensive sectér thrcughout the 1&th, .1t 181200 & platoon,
with the »ssistxmce of EC4 Pur-chute Infantry which advanced up
the Maag-wasl Canal from the West, cuptured the Hazs-Waal Canal
bridge at Honlnqhutlg. RKeglment held the high _round vicinilty
Berg en Dal throughout the 18th t.gginst encmy pztrols <nd sporsas-
dic snemy artiliery =ction. Ons como"ny meved into Nijmegen at
0900, advanced to the same spot to which the rsgiment had reached
on thw 17th, fought ageinst = strong enemy force through the
entirf d&y, and &t 1KOO weg withdrawn into-the sector near Berg
en Dal,

GLIAEr Flaneritd _

Batyeen 1000 and 1100 = 1,1ft of 450 gliders carrying on anti-
tenk battery of the 80th 5/B sntlazireraft Buttalion, 319 Glider
Field =rtillery B2ttalion, 320 Gllder Fleld ,ruﬂllery Battalion,
456 PdP’ chute Field -rtillsry Battalion, und 307 -irborné Medical




Geﬂbbry departnd ffom fields in thz Uniteq Kingdom and fleyw

the same ioute @s the 1ift of the previous day. Gliders

- lunded in zonses cleared by the EO0E Parachute Infantry and 508
“Parzchute Infantry in the vicinity of Groegbeek. Severol
%llqere overshot the l,“dlrg zone 4nd landed be yond. the Dutch- ‘
German border, but & cursUe ntial aumber of perscnncel mzde thelr
way back to tue Division &rea. Tue overall glider recovery

was very satisfactory. éfter landing ahd zss moanc, 312 Gli-
der wL,Ld Artillery Battolion wag put in dirsct support of

=08 Eﬁravhute‘¢afint?ye 476 Perschute Pleld Artillery Battalion -
in direct support of £05 Purachuts Infantry, and 320 Glider
Field Artillery Battelion in giner“l support of the Division..
Resupply

Following the glider 1ift by 20 minutes, & flight of 135 B-24
bormoers dropped rosuppiy on drop zones Scuth of Groesbeck. Drop
pattern wes good. Recovery wis cetimated to be =t 80k,

Guards ~rmored Division rezched Grave ;ud the VOA Parachute
Infdntry st 0820,

E04 Parachute Infantry

R@gimemt; less ons comp Auy 1eft,t0
ono company ieft to @
at euﬂdn and aniu;aau=o,
guard the highweay fme &
‘moved East of the Mz

Grave,
us-d al GO L.l bridges
left to ps trol and
uﬂdulC oridge, was

: Battallon =08
the Jon“pr Bcach %Wocds Z2d4

Parachute Infantry, I .
Battallion wiag move d to vicl y #alden as Division reserve.

% .
EOE Perachute Infantry : _
Roglme: legz 24 Zettallon, meintiined its sectcr of respon-
sibility on thes South of t.e 71v1b1w area throuzhout the 19th.

2d pettalion EOE Parschute Infantry
b.ttached to Guards armored Division at 101100 and moved North
to zgsault tbe Nijmegen bridses. The bottzlionrsiched the

edge of Nijmegmen without inecldent and, in moving through the
outskirts of the town, recelved only urtillery fire. When the
battalion reached the center of the town, oune company supported
Dy seven tanks turned Morthwest ud moved sgiinest therallroad
bridge. The bslance of the br ttzlicn, the remsinder of the
t.uks of the 24 3cttilion Grenadier Guurds, wnd one compeny of
Britlsh ”rmored‘Infaﬂtry sdvericed égainst the highway b

ah bridge.

The ggsault wo stopped -t the Ploin, about 40C yerds
south-of the . . violent « cnont losting throughout
thc evenlno;an¢ ﬁlﬂﬁt of tne 19tha iled to brexk the strong
nemy de engivm ﬂrc sxd £ idniset activity coasisted of
3 t i rzring 1t from the

‘cbmetorv Soutc ot the

=08 P%Pacbhtﬁ Inf“n*rv

Held landing zone Eest of Groesboek until 1800, Cleared enemy
from and occupled hizh ground -lonsz V“J“,,'F»Clevc highway
between Ubberien snd "3161.- Esteblished ro=d blocks at Wyler,
Buek, and 11 Thal, Relievsd by 504 Parschute Infuntry in Jonker
Bosach and Vbupled.g ctor hetweoen Kamp énd Voxnill, Reinforced
Beek rotd bleock with pletoon of Compony D, 707 /B3 Englneer
Battalion; ropélled counterattacks ugrinst Teufels Berg tnLough

out cntire dmy




IED

\ : ) -

Atteched Units
V/] Coldstream Gu?fds, Lrmored, and 5th Coldst
attached to Division and moved to Lem{e*svald

ream Guards, Infantry
in Division Reserve,
%enu ply ,

Dropped ab’ 1560, approximetely 30 C-47's from excessively high alti-

tude, recovery nag].glole.

|~

1

D PLUS 3, 20 SEPTEVEER

504 Parschute Infantry

U/ With 2d Irish Guards attached, cleared area between Jonker Bosch
and Waal River. 3¢ Batislion relieved as Division Reserve. Regiment
at 1500 effected PTOSleQ of Waal River Fest of llessy at 1800 capn-
tured North end of raililroad bIthe over the Waal River, seized and

~clesred bridgehead ;O“uh of %Wgel insuring passamo of Fuards Armored
Division., DlMopped up Vestern outsikirts of Nijmegen and area South of
railroad bridge,

505 Parachute Infsntry

Regiment, less 2d Bettal
and Helksnt during morn
attack of an infantry regil
attack had penetrated Divi
1000 yard frent, Dbivisicn
forced with attachmen

sparv enemy attack at Horst

to 2000 repelled et ook enemy
sunported by artillery after
: dcbth of 1000 yards on a
: ster restored st 2000, Regiment rein
L85 ngG”“ piicts.,

2d Beat ualloq 505 *alLGi“'

ttacked encmv at o oh of Wijmegen bridges
during morning. A% ;‘: tormed gt s ;'°v* South of highway bridge
cleared area of eneny, uU. First tank of
Grenadier Guards cross

e

n? | :
200 at Wyler by one comvany of enemy infantry moving
North and two companies of enemy infantyy moving South, all supported
by ertillery end armor. Forced to withdraw to high ground to West.
Lremy 1r'ediately occunied Im Thal and Lagewald. Attaclked a} Beek

at 1200 by 2 bettalions of enemy parachutists sunnworted by srmored
vehicles, and forced to withdraw 1000 yards to high ground to South-
west. By counterattack drove enemy from and reoccuvied Eeek et Z21L0.
Attecked egaln et Beek 2300 bv enenmy now reinforced and comwnelled to =
Withdrawy saving & detechment u¢1oundec br the enemy in the town.
Cevtured doscument from vdrisoner of war vhich revesléd thst enem
attacks st lool, Beek, and Wyler were part of a coordinated D_V‘sion
atvack intended to s»lit Division area and sever the Grave-iTijmegen
highway,

Tantry
-{—

-l—c-,-‘

V/’Angche‘ Unigs _ : :

Sherwood Rengers Yeomanry and one squadron of the Roya
naissance unit, atteched to Division at 1700 and moved
sweld. ' T

1s

S
.
1

, 1ts recon-
nto Dekker-—

~ T T
}) _L \J [ < l SFJ _;:)

- 50, Parachute Infantry : ,
Contlﬂueq d@fersn 01 0“7dgehpad over Waal and on mission of mopnping
~up Scuth bank of 1 Wi i laas-¥'aal Canal.

.




505 Parachute Infantry (le ss- 24 Batta“loﬂ)
Coﬁtulued to hold Qelens Ve se ctn“ on oquth of DlV'SlOﬂ area from
Kawmp to Mook,

Zd Battelion 505 Perachute Lnianury ) ) o
Relieved of mission oP ¢lose in defense of Nijuegen Bridges and
assumed Gefense of line from Kastern exits of Ni chge to Ubbergen.

)

508 Parachute Infantry : ;
Counterattackea BerP au first 11g 1o from Mortheast, Fast and South-
east., Tnitial atbeck feiled, end enemr, pressing his temporary
advantage, peleb“aueu to WLtdin 200 yards of Berg en Dal, but was
held there. Attack renswed at 1300, and at 1800 Beek cleared of
enemy and all defens es-reuuvdul¢shpd. '

i

Resupply ' ‘ ' _

At I500 supplies dropned Prom an wrozlnauel LOO C~L7's on drop zone
West of the Mass~Yaal Jwﬁa Lrop patitern was six miles in length

by two miles in width. SGOVpTV nsu_a ea at 60% was accomnlished
with assistance of Dute“ eivilisr '

504 Farachute Infan 1try (less 24 Ba+t lion)
Relieved of mission to iijmegen bridgehead and displaced to_ Dekker-

swald as Division Reserve.

'2d Battalion 504 Parachube Infantry

‘Reiieved 2d Battalion 505 Parachute Infantry in sector #etween
Nijmegez. and Ubbergen and, uvon Division crder, with Royals, cleared
by 170C area between Ii megeﬂ—Cleve highway and Vigal River Last to
1ine Ubbergen - Pals. _

505 Parachute Infantry (less 24 Battalion)
Reestablished roesd block et Kook, With Royals, reconnoitered to
Riethorst and found rOdd clear of enemy.

2d Battalion 505 Par chu e Infantry

‘Relieved inm Niimegen - Ubbergen sector by 24 Bsttalion 504 Parschute
Infantry, reverted o Ieglmentel control, and relieved Coldstreem
Guards au Heuman Bridge. - o

508 Parachute Infantry

‘Held Wyler Berg throughouit dav and night agesinst per
counteratiecks,., With one comwany Rorals eattached, e
naisssnce in force to Wer L@Tcﬁ.duﬁ high greound %D 3t of 3rlekom.
lMet strong resistencs and 11 hérew to hisgh ground vicinity Berg en
Dalq o ) )

istent enemy
fected a recon-

rs
o
4

Attached: Units
Coldstreem Guards relieved to qtprche” to this Division and moved

South to Vegel to restorc llne of communicstion of Second British
.A.rmy L} :
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D PLUS. 6,

ion ‘took off Tr

his date the third glidsr 1ift of the Divig
gix alrfields in the G¢0Ltham"0065&om0'C—LBPFGT syea bearing ?45
Glider Infeniry; 80th A/D antisirvcraflt D(tsalion, less Batterieés
A ard B Couwuﬂr"b ?07 A/B UAtlnger Battalion; and elenents of
Division Specisgl Troops, and lended on -“d in the vicinity of 1Lz

w0, A nunber of glidere did ‘not land on the prover landing zone

two lunded in Englend, andg forty-thres wers releagsed between the
cogat and the LZ-'ﬁm°P gliders sre still unacecunted for. Trmed-
iztely ~on landing, the 325 Glider Infantry was closed in the - >uis
woods West of froesbcex preparetory to teking un a sector on the -
front.

D PLUS 7 0 D PLUS 30

The Divigion continued on ene , Corns of hold-
ing the area between tha Ve (lver ar e e Wer, vith its 0@
front gernerally that of D i b ; 1.C fua trvy clesned
out the larger portion of need the right
flank of the Divisicn.

1o 16 OCTORER

SUMEART T
a. FParschute Lift , : hmber Percent
T Plones commicted . N P
Drowned on or within 1000 vards of DA “ L350 39.2
Failed to drop on or within 1040 ysrds of DZ 52 16.8
Unacecounted for 0 0
b. Glider Lifts -
Gliders commitied , QG2
Landed on or vwithin 1000 wvards of 17 ' 763 8,6
Failed to land cn or within 100C yards of 1Z 102 1..3
Unaccounted for o 37 ol
¢. Qur losses : o ' .
T Killed ™ N L69 3.4
vound : 1933 1L.0
64,0 L7
d'
- . : RLG
War . 2977

e. Results of Onerstions
LYL missilous accomplished




